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Research on Printing Ephemera, Digital Archive and Visual Knowledge
Production

Jing Chen” Tani Barlow” Qinyun Gao” Jiayu Li®

Abstract: The term “ephemera” refers not only to a short-lived insect, but also to “the minor
transient documents of everyday life” in English. Printing ephemera are special historical
records with important research value and are preserved in archives. With the popularity
and spread of digital technology, printing ephemera have been extensively digitized and
archived, and new trends in related research have emerged, such as the digital archivalization
of ephemera, as evidenced by the University of Virginia’s “The Valley of Shadow” project and
the Maynooth University’s “The Letters 1916—1923” project. Further, as the case of the China
Commercial Advertising Archive demonstrates, new research questions, paths, methods, and
knowledge about related research emerged during this process.

Keywords: printing ephemera, digital archive, Chinese Commercial Advertisement

Archive(1870—-1940), visual knowledge production
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Dynasty, which contains poems by more than 500 poets who lived between Daoguang’ s reign
to Xuantong’ s reign in the late Qing Dynasty. Judging by the content, it is an unfinished work.
Sun Xiong had planned to compile the four volumes of A, B, C and D, but he quitted because
of the outbreak of the revolution of 1911, finishing only half of what had been planned. But
speaking about the editing and publishing process, this book deserves a special status in the
history of Chinese publishing. Sun Xiong’ s two actions, namely, publishing the first draft in
mimeograph in the early stage of compilation and publishing the final draft through options
trading and crowdfunding in the later stage, are pioneering indeed.

Keywords: Poetry History of the Four Reigns of Daoguang, Xianfeng, Tongzhi and Guangxu,

Sun Xiong, mimeograph, options trading, crowdfunding author

Jing Chen, Associate Professor, School of Arts, Nanjing University.
Tani Barlow, Professor, Department of History, Rice University, USA.
Qinyun Gao,2016 undergraduate of Nanjing University, Research Assistant of the CCAA project.

®Oeo

Jiayu Li, 2016 undergraduate of Nanjing University, Research Assistant of the CCAA project.



